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Gold Award Prerequisites

• Senior or Ambassador Girl Scout
• 2 Senior/Ambassador journeys OR 1 

Senior/Ambassador journey + silver award
• Girl does webinar
• Has Girl Scout Mentor (not related to girl)
• Girl Scout Mentor does webinar (plus optional 

recommended advisor training)
• Has a Project Adviser (not related to girl) 
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Gold Award Project Requirements

- Addresses Issue and root cause – take action
- Leadership: not just community service 

(not just doing)
- Has guaranteed sustainability
- 80 hours project time
- individual project



    
  

4©2021 Girl Scouts of the USA. All Rights Reserved.  Not for public distribution.

Gold Project Cannot

- Raise money for other organizations
- Be one-time programs like a book drive
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Mentor’s Role

Make Sure Project Meets GSUSA Standards 

• If not, gold girls will not be approved by the 
review committee or will need to 

restructuring their project to meet the new 
GSUSA standards as per the new     

GSUSA Gold Award Rubric
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Advisors Role (cont.)

IS NOT TO:
• Make sure every girl has a silver award project
• Supervise the girls doing their projects
• Make sure every girl finishes

GIRLS are responsible for coming up with projects 
and doing their projects, with parental support.
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Gold Proposal Process

Key Process Rules
- Submit electronically – GOGOLD only
- Proposal must be approved before she 
begins
- Personal Interview
- Allow 4 – 6 weeks
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New Gold Proposal Process

- GSUSA rubric review
- GSCSNJ Gold Supplemental form
- Preliminary reviews
- Guide to Going Gold
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Proposal Process – Writing

Common Problems
- Answers are incomplete
- Assume local knowledge
- Undersell themselves
- Don’t state issue/root cause correctly
- Sustainability isn’t clearly defined, is only          

speculated
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Submitting Proposals - GOLD

Online GoGold App
• Project cannot be submitted without the 

Troop/Group Volunteers verification 
through  GoGold that the girl has 
completed the pre-requisites

• Also the project adviser needs to review 
and verify the project proposal
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Common Problems in Final Reports

• Don’t correctly state issue or root cause
• Don’t say how many/how often
• Undersell themselves so “leadership” isn’t 

evident
• Don’t explain sustainability correctly
• Omit things
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What Counts Towards Total Hours Needed for Award Completion

Tasks that count:
• Developing your project
• Implementing your project
• Communication with others
• Research and planning to 

complete                 the project
• Recruiting, training and 

supervising            your team
• Buying and gathering 

supplies
• Researching, developing and 

planning approved Money 
Earning Activities                  
(to fund your project)

Tasks that do not count:
• Research to determine what 

project you will do
• Filling out award paperwork
• Award Workshop
• Completing the prerequisites
• Time given by the people helping 

you
• Implementation of the approved 

Money Earning  Activities (unless 
directly related to your project)

• Volunteering for an agency that 
benefits from the project

• Driving to locations
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